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1, The Central Signal Seotion (Tsentral'nyy Otdel Svyam15 was 8 sectlon of the Ministry
of the River Tleet asubordinate to the MAF minieter through his Deputy Minisiter for
Genersl Administration. Approximetely 0 employees worked in thls organlzstion,

2+ The Oentral Signal Section vas résponaible fors

'@, Organization of the internal (mainly telephone) signal service within the Ministry
of the River Fleet, as follows:

* b, Organization of signal service between the MRF in Moscow and 1its fleld orgenizatlona,
o Phdey service velied mainly’oniradio oommunloations. For this purpose,a radio
. oenter, equipped with powerful two=way radio stations,wes orgenized in MRF. Each
gteamship compeny was also egquipped with transmitting and receiving redio stations.

' 0. Preparation of a "Qualifications Questionnaire" for all personnel employed by, or
connected with,the MRF slgnal service (Kharekteristhks) which contained all infor-
matioh on an individual's tralning, qualificatlons, and ability.
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74,  3@&?&?&£&@& of ahortAtérm title lisps_mf HBE_persannel.

‘e, Bupplying FRY -and ite field agencles with sighal equipment and
material, Réquests for thesde
Moehhed] " Dl eotorats’ of Malberdsl i

Bupplies were forwarded to the
b et Seppiy s MRE. ‘Distiivution of
neies was also a responsibllity

clagsified) radic messages were im a set form, in Morse code,

snd, "aeedrding to thelr urgency, weére classified a8 ‘regular cables,

‘1ightnisn
- (Holniya) were forvarded immedistely, with no delay en route,’

cables, or ilumedlate delivery ¢ables, Lightning cables

Timediste delivery cables warse forwarded in the hormal manznerj butjai
goon a5 they were received at the place of destimatiom, they were

immediately delivered to the addressee, regardless of the hour and

whersabouts of the addresses.

Goded radio

(marked:

ans
7&3*?.‘ Por both types of méssages special printed forms

. salled "¢oded telegram” (Shifretelegramma) were used, on which. the

sender wrote or typed his message in plein charactars., Such formse
were ther forwarded to the respective code sestioms (im each larger
steamship company). The MRF field agencies whiok di1d met have code

sactions

"geeepted
‘forwarded %o the respousible radlo buraat. The radic bureav was an .
‘office within the agehey - iceciarate whio

_Morse, or amother code) to the radio atatiox
“town or on the town's outskirts). .

used the

Nessages
seore

used the meighboriug ones, AS sodn s a voded telegram was

4n the code section, it was re-coded, registered, and

h radiced messages (in
welly located out of

{ ROTREA

system of numeral codes (nomermoy shilr === HO detalls

‘availsble). When a coded mesuwage was received by the radio utﬁtiénj"

4% was forwarded to the proper radlo buresu; from thers it weat to the
‘¢ode seation, where the messsge was desoded and foprwarded %o the

"addressesa, In the MRF all radic messages pertaining to mobilizatien,
sode, and mecrel dooument pestion matters wers forvwarded as top sesret,

‘eontddning inforsmtion on the gquantitier of various cargoes

’iranlxortod'ﬁﬁﬁink certain periods of time were alsc forwarded as top
.  Mespages reporting csses of death sauped by aicidents wers -

were clessified as secrst (marked "5") and top secret

WP, like NMF,

25X1

trgnﬁbg’in)#hn some Way. MNessages oomtaining information on the 1008~ .
tiom . 0f ' individusl vessels on route; the progress of the fulfillment

enoien

The onl

of the trameport plan; acoidents and injurles; 7/0 information oniMRF
‘agex and individual veszels;.and all information containing names
el vessels and their oharacteristies were sent &s mgoret, a

personnel authorized to use redio fasilities in the NMRF amd

4%s field organizations were seotion heads snd their deputies. ‘
Exceptions were made only fox offdoials on temporary assignmsnts who,
“%:aiultlriua oases (for important and urgent messages), oould use the

o faoilitlier of the olesest MRF agency.
All ewbgoing cpea-text radiograms had to be oleared through the

‘apparent.
World War Il and to ensure compliance with the strict security regula-
tiens presoribed for redio mervice, At the same time, the number of -

personnel authorized to uee the radlo gervice faoilities was sonsider-

‘paspective code sections (seiretio-shifrovel'nyy nbdel) .
It s of

»1nteresﬁ.ta‘natn that after mid-1950 3mverﬁmantm1 regﬁlatibay‘.

" ‘somsiderably out down the use ol radio faollities in MRF and MMF, The

“intention was to reduse the load pul on thene Tacilities after.

“ably reduced, snd & new 1list of short term titles of MRF and MMF

official

‘ngticosb ,  din b
?!lﬁ;{tbld erganizetions and smong the fleld

personnel was igssued. These measures ixmediately caused &

le inorease in telephone conversationsn betwedn the minietries
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organizations themselves,



